GRAND AVENUE PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL

A Policy for Humanities
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Philosophy

An understanding of the world of the past and an appreciation of the world of the present can lead to the prosperous development of the world of the future.

Aims

History

· To arouse interest in the past and create enthusiasm for it

· To develop an awareness of chronology, change and continuity

· To develop an ability to examine evidence objectively

· To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the past and recognise the diversity which exists between societies

· To help pupils develop a sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and the world

· To help children recognise that evidence may offer different versions and interpretations of past events

· To understand how the past affects society today

· To develop a range of skills to:

             -  Enable the children to adopt an enquiring approach to historical     

                understanding

              - Interpret primary and secondary sources

- Communicate their findings clearly

Geography
· To foster an awareness of the child’s surroundings and the variety of physical and human conditions through the world, where possible through first hand experience

· To help develop an informed concern about the quality of the environment and the future of the human habitat

· To enhance their sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people

· To introduce pupils to geographical enquiry

· To help pupils develop geographical knowledge and understanding

· To help to develop a sense of identity through learning about the UK and its relationship with other countries

Teaching and Learning Experiences

Key learning experiences we wish to include in the curriculum to facilitate the development of intended skills, concepts and understanding are:

· Presentation by teacher

· Storytelling

· Discussion and debate

· Question and answer

· Individual and group investigation

· Use of TV, radio, tape, video, film and music

· Role play and drama

· Fieldwork – buildings and sites

· Creative activities e.g. model making

· Use of ICT

· Use of visitors, artefacts, portraits, pictures, photographs

· Use of books, journals, leaflets, maps, atlases, records, documents

· Promotion of cross curricular links

These learning experiences will be based on active learning approaches.   A variety of experiences may be introduced in order to cater for the diversity of abilities within the class and to introduce and encourage alternative methods of learning.

Time allocation and organisation

The Foundation stage follows the QCA Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage.   This divides the curriculum into six areas of learning. The geographical content is included within Knowledge and Understanding of the World. In Key Stage 1, ten hours of curriculum time are allocated to the teaching of the Humanities per term (based on a 12 week term).   In Key Stage 2, this figure is increased to 18 hours per term.   The scheme of work, which incorporates the requirements of the National Curriculum, identifies the time allocation for the individual topics in History and Geography.

Planning

Planning for Continuity and Progression

Continuity and progression are essential to improve learning performance and the following list identifies methods employed to facilitate this:

· Increasing scale of study

· Increasing depth of study

· Fieldwork policy

· Mapwork skills identified to ensure increasing precision

· Enquiry and study skills identified across the individual years

· Selection of topics to build upon previous learning experiences

· History topics selected with chronology as a consideration

Medium Term Planning

This is undertaken by the coordinator in collaboration with the year group teachers.   It is based on the ‘Progression of Skills’ and ‘Learning Ladder’ devised by the coordinator to ensure adequate progression.
Planning incorporates cross curricular links wherever possible. This ensures application of skills and understanding of content.

Short Term Planing

All class teachers are responsible for weekly planning based on the agreed medium term plans.   They will:

· Identify the appropriate teaching and learning strategies required

· Incorporate AFL procedures, ensuring pupils are aware of the learning intention and success criteria for each session

· Assess and plan for the specific needs of children within their own class whilst adhering to the progression laid down in the Progression of Skills and Learning Ladders.
· Ensure the inclusion of the identified concepts, vocabulary and skills in the medium term plans

· Ensure that the Literacy skills the children are learning are included within their topic lessons.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The monitoring and evaluation of the Humanities meets the requirements of the school monitoring policy and activities include:

· Referring to teachers’ plans

· Sampling childrens’ work

· Observing lessons including Learning Walks
· Interviewing staff and children

· Assessment and Record Keeping

· Interactive Displays
Learning outcomes in each unit show how children can demonstrate what they have learnt within each unit. The  work the children do themselves will serve as a record for classes working on each unit.   It is not necessary to make detailed records for each child in relation to these outcomes.   The end of unit expectations (QCA Guidelines) provide broad descriptions of achievement within each unit and should help teachers to decide where a child’s progress differs markedly from that of the rest of the class.   Teachers may wish to make a note of this, and of the reason for the difference, to pass on to the next teacher.

Assessment   

At the end of each unit, the class teacher assesses the work done by each child against the Learning Ladder and marks this on a class assessment record sheet. The Learning Ladder has been devised to ensure progression throughout the school. The record sheets are passed on to the receiving teacher.

The Role of the Coordinator

The coordinator will be responsible for:

· Coordinating work done on assessment

· Organising, selecting and storing evidence of historical and geographical study

· Advising and evaluating the needs of staff and assisting colleagues in devising programmes

· Liaising with outside advisory teams and other agencies

· Reporting to the headteacher, staff, parents and governors

The Role of the Governor

The identified governor will be responsible for:

· Becoming familiar with the issues surrounding this policy;

· Agreeing the policy, revisions and amendments;

· Evaluating the success of the policy through visits to school;

· Raising the topic on a regular basis at Governing Body meetings;

· Regularly reviewing the policy alongside the Humanities coordinator;

· Supporting the implementation of the policy;

· Ensuring funding to support this policy is considered during the budget setting process;

· Meeting with the Humanites coordinator on a regular basis;

· Having a clear view of strengths and areas for development;

· Attending relevant training;

· Ensuring that this policy is fundamental to all decision making.
Staff Development

The staff development needs are met by the coordinator through leading staff meetings and INSET.   Needs are identified through monitoring arrangements and discussions with staff members.   Courses organised by the Borough are available for teachers to attend.

Resources

In the Lower School, specific topic resources are located in the individual classrooms.   General resources are located in a central area.  

In the Upper School, resources are located in a Central Resource Area and in year group storage areas. Specific topic resources are organised into topic boxes.

The School Libraries contain a wide variety of reference books to support the teaching of the Humanities and children have access to these materials on a weekly basis.

To support the teaching of Historical enquiry skills a central resource (Grand Avenue School Museum) has been developed which includes artefacts and photographs. This will continue to be developed.
Resourcing needs are regularly updated and new resources are obtained to meet the needs identified by the coordinator and the staff.

Equal Opportunities/Entitlement

All children have equal access to the History and Geography curriculum, irrespective of race, gender, class or ability.   The school ensures that:

· All children cover the content made statutory by the Programmes of Study within the National Curriculum

· Children access the curriculum at the appropriate level, thus ensuring progression and differentiation

· Suitable resources and learning environments will be available to enable children access to the learning required.

Special Educational Needs/More Able Pupils
Children with learning difficulties will be diagnosed and provision for their particular needs will be made in consultation with the SENCO.   These may include differentiated activities and access to appropriate reference materials.   More able children will similarly have their needs met.   This may involve working on a specific research project which may be presented to the class. Tasks will be set in consultation with the More Able Pupils Co-ordinator.

Cross Curricular Issues

As well as making distinctive contributions to the school curriculum, both History and Geography contribute to the wider aims of primary education and make a significant contribution to the following cross curricular areas:

· PSHE and Citizenship (H & G)

· Education for Sustainable Development (G)

· The Development of Key Skills (H & G)

· The Development of Thinking Skills (H & G)

Opportunities for development are identified in the Scheme of Work.

As a school we are developing our cross curricular planning and teaching in order to give all learning a purpose. Humanities is being embedded in all appropriate areas of the curriculum, eg literacy, numeracy, science, art and music.
Policy Review

The effectiveness of the History and Geography provision will be reviewed annually as an ongoing programme in relation to the following criteria:

· Teacher assessment of policy statements

· Teacher assessment as to whether all aspects of the schemes of work have been implemented in their class

· Teacher assessment of childrens’ acquisition of concepts, skills and knowledge and understanding as set out in the policy and schemes of work. 

Fieldwork

The importance of first hand study has been recognised hence regular and purposeful fieldwork has been incorporated into the schemes of work.   Our fieldwork policy gives the minimum entitlement for each pupil during their time in the school.   Progression has been recognised by beginning fieldwork on the smaller local scale and gradually increasing the distance from school, the size of area covered and the depth of study encountered.

For example:

· School Grounds – 

     Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 2

· Immediate vicinity of the school (local streets, shopping parade, local community) – 

    Years 1 and 4
· Local area (nearby town, contrasting areas reached in a short time) –     Years 2, 3, 4 and 5
· Distant places (longer travel, contrasting areas, residential trips) –         Years 5 and 6 

Within their fieldwork experiences, the children will be given opportunities to practise some of the skills of investigative work e.g. thinking about questions to ask about a topic, and ways of finding out the answers.

We have also started to develop our outside classroom and each year group completes an environment study in a particular area of the school grounds over the year.

Appendix
Standards in Literacy

Curriculum targets for Literacy apply to all subject areas.

To ensure high standards in all written work and promote the aims of the school in all subject areas by - 

· highlighting the importance of higher order writing skills

· providing opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills

· ensuring the correct use of grammar is a high priority in all written work

· developing positive cross curricular links between Literacy and other subject areas 

History

Long Term Skills Planning

	Year 1 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Sequencing/chronology
	Sequence 3 pictures

	Spring
	Using artefacts
	Describe artefact using everyday words

	Summer
	Comparing
	Annotate 2 pictures to show similarities and differences


	Year 2 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Using secondary resources
	Photo/extract. What does this tell us?

	Spring
	Using artefacts
	List questions to ask about the artefact

	Summer
	Comparing using different sources
	Use a range of sources to make a comparison


	Year 3 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Using secondary sources and making deductions
	Use sources to describe what a person’s life may have been like

	Spring
	
	

	Summer
	Select and record information
	Make a statement about a way of life – evidence to back it up


	Year 4 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Draw conclusions from sources of information
	Give a source eg diary extract, give an opinion and reasons why

	Spring
	
	

	Summer
	
	


	Year 5 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Chronology
	Sequence dates and events from BC to AD

	Spring
	
	

	Summer
	Select appropriate material
	Presentation to show understanding


	Year 6 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Independent research for a targeted audience
	Piece of writing to show evidence of research

	Spring
	
	

	Summer
	Using primary and secondary sources. Identifying fact and fiction
	Sorting statements and sources  into fact and opinion


Geography
Long Term Skills Planning

	Year 1 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Awareness of surroundings
	Recognise features of local area

	Spring
	Draw conclusions from evidence
	Discuss parking issues in locality

	Summer
	Use secondary sources
	Find places on a map


	Year 2 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	Use maps and atlases to find place
	Recognise shapes of main countries of the world

	Spring
	Use geographical vocabulary to describe a place
	Investigate a local place

	Summer
	Respond to geographical questions
	Make a comparison between 2 localities


	Year 3 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	
	

	Spring
	To draw conclusions from findings
	Collect and organise data to answer a question

	Summer
	
	


	Year 4 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	
	

	Spring
	Locate continents/mapwork
	Find places on a map/atlas. Use geographical symbols for weather

	Summer
	
	


	Year 5 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	
	

	Spring
	Identify human affect on environment
	Research environmental problem, present an argument

	Summer
	
	


	Year 6 
	Focused skills
	Skill assessment activity

	Autumn
	
	

	Spring
	Identify main features of water cycle/rivers
	Recognise physical process relating to rivers

	Summer
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